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Notes from the Pastor…  
March 1 is Ash Wednesday. The 

church again begins the  season of 

Lent, where we prepare ourselves to 

celebrate Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection. The pastoral 

address in the liturgy in the Divine Service on that evening 

reminds us: 

Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on 

this day the Church begins a holy season of prayerful 

and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially 

directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept 

as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble 

repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells 

confidently on His Word and draws from it life and 

hope. 

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the 

sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy 

Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that 

we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the 

feast in sincerity and truth. 

One of our usual Lenten practices is the custom of praying 

vespers services on Wednesday evenings through most of 
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Lent. This year, we’ll be continuing what we started this past 

Advent, meeting Christ in Handel’s Messiah. As we walk 

through the Passion narrative, the gospels’ record of the last 

hours before Jesus’ crucifixion, we’ll also be hearing and 

meditating upon some of the themes we see in Handel’s 

Messiah, including Christ as “The Good Shepherd,” “The 

Lamb of God,” “He Bore our Griefs,” “The Lamb upon the 

Throne,” and “The Human Face of God.” This will continue 

through Palm Sunday’s “The King of Glory,” and Easter’s 

“Our Redeemer Lives! Alleluia!” 

Before Ash Wednesday and the Lenten 

vespers services, we also host soup suppers. 

If you have a family or group that is willing 

to cook soup some Wednesday, please call the office  or 

check the sign-up sheet in the narthex. There are still some 

openings available.  

God’s blessings to you this month, 

In Christ our Lord,  

 

Pastor Rob Franck 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*The Board of Elders Meeting will meet March 20
th
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Notes from the Executive Director… 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  

As we turn the page on the calendar to another 

month we will be entering the time of Lent 

leading to another glorious Easter morning.  The 

Lenten/Easter season was always my Mom's favorite time of the 

church year.  I can remember her saying each year "Christmas 

would not mean anything without Easter" and the season is one of 

my highlights of the church year.  There will be many 

opportunities to worship the Lord and prepare for Easter morning 

in addition to the many opportunities during this season for 

fellowship including with the Lenten soup suppers. I would 

encourage everyone to participate in these opportunities beginning 

with the Ash Wednesday service on March 1st.  These 

opportunities allow us to prepare for the Lord's sacrifice and his 

glorious resurrection and I would encourage 

everyone to take advantage of these opportunities 

for worship and fellowship to prepare for and give 

thanks to the Lord for Christ's suffering and death 

on the cross to pay the price for our sins and to 

celebrate his glorious resurrection on Easter morning overcoming 

death and the grave and giving us the gift of eternal life. 

It has again been a "quiet" month at Mount Olive as we await the 

excitement of the Lenten and Easter season.  There are upcoming 

opportunities for sharing fellowship at Mount Olive including the 

annual prime rib/steak dinner (everyone should be forewarned that 

Ernie will again be selling tickets for the event so bring your 

wallets/purses). There have been many blessings over the past 

month including a baptism bringing another soul into the Lord's 

family and for which we are extremely grateful to be a part of this 

celebration and joyous event. Thank you again to everyone for 

their time and service at Mount Olive and I pray that everyone 

have a blessed and worshipful Lenten and Easter season. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Ed Martinson 
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From the Church Office: 
 A reminder that Daylight Savings time begins Sunday, March 12

th
!!  

We’ll “Lose” an hour.  This Sunday might be a good time to do the 

following: 

 

1) Change the batteries in your smoke detector(s). 

2) Take a nap in the afternoon. 

3) Register for a class (crafts, self-improvement, etc.). 

4) Reflect on the good things God has done in your life 

over the last few months. 

5) Start planning your garden additions. 

6) Thank your pastor for his faithfulness. 

                                                                           (from LIC Tuesday e-news March 2010) 

 

 

I don’t think anyone minds sacrificing an hour of 

sleep for the knowledge that Spring is on the way. 

Although it feels like the season has changed 

ahead of schedule! All I can say is bring it on! 

Thanks again to everyone for turning in their 

annual reports in a timely manner.  

 

God Bless you and Welcome Spring! 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

Julie 

 

 
2:00 a.m. 

Sunday, March 12
th

 

Set your clocks AHEAD 

One hour!! 
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Circle News: 
 The Rebecca Circle will be attending the 

play Sunshine Boys @Two Harbors at 

2:00 pm, April 23rd and dinner at 

Blackwoods. 

 The Book Club will meet March 7th and 

21st at 7:00 pm @ Dee’s house. 

 LWML Meeting March 12, Upper Room 

 The Lydia Circle will resume again beginning in April.  

Women of the congregation are encouraged and welcome to 

join any of the groups.   

 
Sunday, March 5th is  

LWML Mite Sunday 

Totals for February $175.60 (ytd$419.22) 

 
Thank you for your generous support! 

 

Back a couple months ago, the Sunday School 
did a spaghetti fundraiser for audio CDs for 
our church library. Those CDs were 
purchased, but it has been a little while 
for them to make their way into the 
library. That is happening this month, 
and over the next few months I want 
to highlight some of those CDs. 

Some of the sets are readings of 
biographies of famous Christian or American people. They 
are 4-6 hour biographies on 4 or 5 CDs. 

These biographies, written by Janet and Geoff Benge, 
include Abraham Lincoln, the president who brought our 
country through the Civil War; Corrie ten Boom, the 
Christian woman from Holland whose family helped 
escaping Jews and who was imprisoned when Nazi Germany 
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invaded Holland; Eric Liddell, the Scottish Olympic racer 
who refused to run on Sunday, and who later became a 
missionary to China; C. S. Lewis, the former atheist and 
literature professor who became a convert to Christianity 
and a beloved author and defender of the Christian faith; 
and Detrich Bonhoeffer, the pastor and theologian who led 
an opposition to Adolf Hitler and was imprisoned and 
executed during World War II. 

Next Month we’ll look at some dramatizations of some G.A. 
Henty historical novels.  Pastor Franck 
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Mission Sunday March 19
th

 

Mount Olive Scholarship Fund 
 

The March mission project for the third Sunday 
in March will be Mount Olive's Scholarship fund. 
This fund was established many years ago, and in 
times past, received donations from members. It 
hasn't received many donations lately, though it has 
received several requests and expenditures. I 
thought it would be a good idea to raise our 
members' awareness of this fund and also replenish 
it a little by highlighting it in our mission Sunday 
freewill offering. 

As I understand it, the Scholarship fund is available 
for Mount Olive members who are intending to 
go into church work, and applied for through the 
Board of Elders. If you want to make a donation to 
this fund, you can bring it on March 19 during 
the freewill offering, or make an offering at any 
time and indicate that it is for the Scholarship 
fund. 
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LifeLight 
 

 

Ezekiel LifeLight Study Begins Feb. 26 
 
Please join us for the spring LifeLight study of Ezekiel. The 
LifeLight series utilizes in-depth 
personal and group studies lasting 
nine weeks. We dig into Scripture 
and grow in our faith. Weekly 
homework precedes each session. 
 
We will meet Sunday evenings 
beginning Feb. 26, 6:30-8:00 pm, 
in the Upper Room. 

 Pick-up an "Ezekiel" study 

guide from the narthex 

display. 

 Suggested donation of $9.00 may be paid using the 

envelopes provided, then placed in the Sunday 

offering. 

 Prepare for the first session by completing Lesson 1 

in advance. 

“In him was life, and that life was the light of men.”   John 1:4 
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HAVE YOU WATCHED YET?  

(locally produced "Main Street Living North" TV Program) 

 Have you watched your new locally produced TV ministry 

program yet? Each Sunday morning a different pastor from 

one of our MN North & ND LCMS congregations leads a 30 

minute worship service called MAIN STREET LIVING NORTH, 

which is broadcast at 10:30am on all of the following Fox 

Television affiliate stations:  KVRR Fargo-Moorhead Channel 

15.1, KBRR Thief River Falls-Grand Forks Channel 10.1, KJRR 

Jamestown Channel 7.1, KNRR Pembina Channel 12.1, and 

cable and satellite systems carrying these stations. 

Television is a way to reach people who cannot attend their 

own church services as well as people who do not normally 

participant in traditional worship services. All programs can 

also be seen at any time at www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com.  

During March our guest pastors will be from LCMS 

congregations in South Dakota. A 30 minute children's S.S. 

style program called "Kid's Crossing" is shown at 10am 

preceding the worship service. 

If you are able, please prayerfully consider helping with the cost of 

buying the TV airtime to reach this large viewing area with the 

gospel message! Checks may be sent to "Main Street Living 

North", 307 10 ½ Ave. E., West Fargo, ND 58078, or donate by 

PayPal/Credit Card at www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com. (Designate 

for the new "North" broadcast area.) We still have about $4,000 

to go to reach the generous matching gift from the S.D. MSL 

ministry! Please also help spread the word of this wonderful 

outreach opportunity! Thank you.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jDzRuxWGgtxFogVhQGKd6YxLWzVrOTHnOleJ0veAqG7YeFUsadkXwBfTLLFJJmums0HVEeioP1jdLuMtPc3IeMLc782W55KMh04jMPw4lMRWuhffrlscdbix9zvosUtgLSDErj6XWwHgBMEyqiR5qVLKaHzZddZCMuGQYYCgTF10cWxKiXyYOg==&c=fT5A8JEn9rM8gwhnI72TRGFz0YtiKfDZchSXT57h5ypVnU_CqDR7uQ==&ch=EupCvjc_WTqLrr1XiNRumlvUif7WsISeA1z-6DG14QmYQrf4BLqSkQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jDzRuxWGgtxFogVhQGKd6YxLWzVrOTHnOleJ0veAqG7YeFUsadkXwBfTLLFJJmums0HVEeioP1jdLuMtPc3IeMLc782W55KMh04jMPw4lMRWuhffrlscdbix9zvosUtgLSDErj6XWwHgBMEyqiR5qVLKaHzZddZCMuGQYYCgTF10cWxKiXyYOg==&c=fT5A8JEn9rM8gwhnI72TRGFz0YtiKfDZchSXT57h5ypVnU_CqDR7uQ==&ch=EupCvjc_WTqLrr1XiNRumlvUif7WsISeA1z-6DG14QmYQrf4BLqSkQ==
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calendar 
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12  Highlights                                                                                   March 2017 

Lutheran Student Fellowship Update: 

Lutheran Student Fellowship meets 

every Tuesday evening at 8:oo pm at 

Mt. Olive, 2012 E. Superior Street.  

We are currently in the book 

Lutheranism 101 (it’s a long one!).  

Our ski outing last month was a lot of 

fun and we are currently accepting 

ideas for our March outing.  Come and 

join us any Tuesday! 

 

 Rachel and Elizabeth Franck, Campus 

Ministry Coordinators  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you  to all who participated or attended the 

Dessert Theater on Saturday evening, February 11. It was 

a lot of fun, and nearly $175.00 was raised for Youth 

Group activities. Particular thanks goes out to Jo Ann 

Bollman who decorated and Tim Jezierski for MC duties; 

also to Elizabeth and Rachel Franck, who were the 

driving force behind the evening 

and did almost all of the dessert 

baking. 
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 The Board of Elders Meeting will meet 

March 20
th 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran 
Church(LCMS) of Superior, WI 
operates a special endowment fund 
for the purpose of providing 
scholarship assistance to LCMS 
students who wish to attend LCMS 
schools.  This shall include LCMS 
colleges, universities and seminaries. 

 Any student who is a communicant member in good 
standing in a LCMS congregation may apply for a 
scholarship award.  Any award granted shall be for tuition 
purposes only.  This year, CELC has two (2) scholarship 
awards available with a maximum of $1,000.00 each.  
Application forms and related instructions are available from 
the CELC office and must be returned no later than April 1, 
2017. 

 

 The ACT is having a fundraiser on 

March 19th to raise funds for our 

youth to go to Higher Things this 

summer. We will have a 

brunch for coffee hour of pizza 

and root beer floats! 
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Evangelism outreach program: 

Food for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

As expected, our overflowing pantry from the beginning of the year has 

gone down quite a bit, at times looking like Old Mother Hubbard’s 

Cupboard! Our weekly visits continue to increase and we have been very 

short on certain popular items, such as soup, fruit, canned pasta and 

meat, peanut butter and cereal. We still have about $1,200 left from the 

initial large donations and ongoing monthly donations, however, $300 is 

being spent every month and this is not always adequate to keep up with 

the need. One hundred dollars of this has been coming out of the Family 

Assistance Fund each month, but to keep these funds available for other 

needs, we have stopped this and will attempt to rely on just the food shelf 

money. 

There is about $100 received per month from members, and some food 

brought in each week, and we continue to be very thankful for this! The 

office reports that the people who come in are very appreciative of our 

food shelf, and Bibles are given to those who need them.  

As a reminder, cash/check donations can be placed in the offering plate 

and marked “food shelf.” Other needed food donations, besides those 

listed above, include jelly/jam, tuna and other canned meat, canned 

meals (chow mein, stew), canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen, 

pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Popular 

non-food items are deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner, lotion 

and soap. 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total 
served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229;   
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles); 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);  
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles); 
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles); 
Total served thru February=72(5 Bibles) 
 
 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the 

cabinet door in the Upper Room. 
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The Rebecca Circle will be attending the play 

Sunshine Boys at Lake Superior Theater at 

Two Harbors HS on Sunday,  April 23
rd

 at 2:00 

pm. We will be dining at Blackwoods 

afterwards.  Please contact Judy Hoops for 

tickets @525-6655. 
 

 
 

                GET WELL SOON! 

            Bunny Hein 

            Evelyn Frazier 

          Bill Koivisto 

         Lewis Reinemann 

         Carol Weaver 
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Greetings in Christ!  

It is almost like spring here at camp and 

that is not necessarily good. We still have 

many winter events coming up including 

our Polar Plunge. Wouldn’t it be 

something if the Polar Plunge got 

cancelled because of warm weather?!  

Registration Jamborees just got started. We registered 18 on Sunday at 

Immanuel Lutheran in Parkers Prairie. You can see some of the kids 

who signed up by visiting our Facebook page. 

The Women’s Retreat is coming up on April 21-23. We’ve just booked 

the speaker and we think she will be fantastic. We’ll share more 

information soon. 

The Men’s Retreat is coming up this weekend. We had anticipated a 

smaller group this year and it will be down a little from previous years, 

but we are still getting registrations. If you still want to sign up, give us a 

call.  

Confirmation Camps are coming up this summer. Each week will have 

guest speakers, lots of activities, and a great opportunity to find out more 

about our 500 year old heritage as Lutherans. The $300 cost has been 

discounted to $200 and pastors are invited to come along for $150! These 

rates have been subsidized by our donors and certain organizations and 

congregations. 

Shoes for the Mission continues! We now have about 80 bags and are 

shooting for at least another 40 or so before we ship them off. If you 

have shoes waiting, it would be great if you could get them to us as soon 

as possible. Our thanks to the youth from St. Paul’s in Henning for 

coming out and processing shoes this past weekend. It was a big help. 

Summer 2017 program highlight: 

 

Christ Serve Ranch Day Camp: New this year!!! 
Try a week of camp and activities and Christ Serve Ranch. Each day 

campers will arrive at the ranch by 8:00 and will stay until 4:00. 

During the day, campers will participate in Bible Study, crafts, 

horses, the garden, archery, fishing, hiking, metal detecting, and so 

much more. 
Ages: 5-12 
Dates and Rates: July 10-14, rate is $105. Limit of 25 children. 
Deposit: $25. 
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Annual Fund Raising Dinner     

May 20, 2017 - 5:00 p.m. 

Dinner served at 5:00 pm 

 

Menu: 
20 foot salad bar, choice of Salmon or New York Strip, 

baked potato, vegetable, dinner roll and dessert. 

Tim (834-2570 or 940-3849) and Ernie (525-2520) will be selling 

tickets if anyone is interested in purchasing one. 

Tickets are $20 and will go on sale at the end of the month! 
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Congratulations to Marija Long (Raychel Reiff’s daughter) 

on the birth of her baby girl 

* Solveig Marija Reiff Long * Wednesday, February 1. 

 

Congratulations to Rebekah and Phil Stebbing (Pastor and 

Gayle’s daughter) on the birth of their baby boy *James 

Scott Stebbing* Friday, February 3, 2017. 

Congratulations to Pastor and Gayle – first time 

grandparents! 

 
Congratulations to Emily and Barry Fuchs on the birth of 

their little boy *Elias Paul Fuchs* Friday, February 3, 

2017. 

Elias was baptized at Mt. Olive February 12
th

. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our prayers and condolences to the family of Lois Evelyn 
Greenwalt who passed away on Saturday, February 25th, of a 
heart attack. She was 98 years old.  The family is having a service 
in the spring.  May God grant His comfort and peace to her family 
as they mourn their loss. 
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Ash Wednesday is March 1
st

! 

It’s time to begin thinking about the 

Wednesday Evening LENT worship 

services! 

 

 Prior to the worship service various groups or 

individuals have volunteered to host a soup supper 

beginning at 5:00 p.m.  The kitchen is fully stocked to 

aide any family or group who would like to host a 

soup supper! (Supplies range from peanut butter/jelly to 

cheese/crackers.) 

Plan your evening to begin with a delicious soup supper 

and fellowship with members of Mt. Olive before 

attending the worship service at 6:30 p.m.  There is a 

signup sheet on the Upper room Door. 

 
 

The dates to plan for are: 

 

March 1
st
 (Ash Wednesday) – Jones Family 

March 8
th 

- 

March 15
th 

- LWML
 
 

March 22
nd 

- 

March 29
th 

– Joycelyn O. and Carolyn W. 

April 5
th 

- The Franck Family 

April 13
th 

(Maundy Thursday) - 
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March Anniversaries 

 5 Arden & Carol Weaver, 46 years 

 

 

 
 

March Birthdays 
  1 Carol Duncan 

 George Mousky 

 Roxanne Wilmes 

  4 David Polzin 

  5 Ray Rodenwald 

  6 Jane Antonson 

  7 Mark Koivula 

 Robin Muench 

  8     Sam Cooley 

  9 John Bucholz 

13 Tony Longtin 

         Ashlynn Stepec 

 

 

 

 

 

19    Ed Martinson 

20 Amy Polzin 

21 Mick Moen 

22    Oskar Mattson 

24 Josh Hautajarvi 

25    Oliver Stepec 

27 Walt Wendling 

28     Jeff Suronen 

30     Kevin Fry 

 

  

 


